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¢ECI ET CELa

fhis issue will probably be too late to zo out 1n the envelope. e sturted cut-
ting stencile ghortly sfter the last Wnilins came out, Hul than did nothing for
s lopr tirce, nnd just before the Boskene had no time %0 wackle down to it. Since
thon, the combimution of & rigtory quiz ot gchool, on all-nite blackout, and some-
thing =lge I don't rocell right now, huve thrown ne tnto oy customary time lacks
50 soddy.
{e regret also the excessive lencth of two pieces in this issuc. You
ghouldn't have encouragzed ne, VOIS, but in spito of the oncouragenent, I'n zoing
to try to hold to 2 normel meximun of three pasios gor Alphe and Beta. anything
thet tokcs up too mmuch spoce to comzent on ghould A0 into a separate articia.
The lensth of the Unknovn review wod unevoidable, ot abl I'w over the hucp 1in
these prozine reviewg, end in the mec.a%ine 1've kept ~1tve the sceds of & nore
varied megnzine in the three pAg:s of this issue unoccupied Ly the two L4 things.
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COMMENTARY, ALPEA AID BETA IN THE EIGHTEENTH MALLING

Qur 4s-year-old baby seems 10 be doing very micely. Becguse @y onvelope was held
up for dues, I got the post-lailing and i% ungeparsted, and i+ made & hondsome bun-
dle. (Draughon's Business College would hate me if I ended the paragraf there, be-
cauge ve were told aot Lo hypnennte at the end of she lagt full line of a paragraf.
1 don't follow that ruls slavishly, tut hyphenating the lmat word of a paragraf
does look kinde bad.)

fur oppesition to the admission of associate wembers into the
FAFA continues. It complicates matiers badly, and Wwe don't oee jast vhat grest
venefit to the active FAFA members will result from thls chmmza. It gives us, at
the mrximum, $15 more per year in the treasury, end sach of as sctive members has
to turn out ten more coples of nis pudblication, ut his owL eXpense, which will
amount to practically as rmck as shet mech increase in our own dues. No objection
to the other amendnment, about shifting & duty from she Editor to the Sectry.
111t's suggestion for compressing Remblings =¢ ol 1is dissppeinting; he ghould know
that I havea't the time to type twice averyshing I put iato = Pabe. Occesionally
I do draft an article shead of time, usually in ghortnand, oL & gcratchpad at the
office. But usually the result is that the article is longer tran it would have
peen otherwise. Try as we will, vwe ocan't rosist mizine this tangont shot @ Hiis's
closing comments on the unions question: Is it equally significant that every
dictator has destroyed or ensaculnted raligion as one of the first steps in zyrasping
power? (1assolini's accord with the Pope is of course & debetable point here.)

The same is probably true eleo of Magony ard other secret societics. Any couse

in, vhich some people belleve very strongly is an obstacle to the ¢stablishment of
a totalitarian state. I remember noticing one time thAL WY pigh school supcrinten-
dent spoxe of the Kiwenis Cluwb with a subdued. fervor that reminded me of my own
attacrment to the 3oy Scouts. Toshing of that «ind can be tolerated in a mation
devoted to one ideal.

In Tucleus we like: The paffy Foetics {those that we don't
ronember reading vefore). The two Iiller quotes, particularly the onc from "-ardy".
Spencer's almost-dcfinition of fans &s those who &re abnorral in that particular
way which finds expression in & strong insoreest i gcience~fiction; it's the best
ghort definition of what is a fan tha%t I've spem., The interesting food for spccu-
jation in Chauvenet's chilling statemcnt, nit is ensy Lo namo tacnty fans without
whom there =ould bo fo fundem 89 WO wnow 4t". Je disagrec with Chauvenet's asser-
tien trat fans doa't diffeT from nrjoys and school journaliets in the publication
af armmtour periodicale; anyhody who hes read &n ayjoy miling or tho run of high
eohool and college pREcTe (there are & fov gxcepticna) oen Ro0 6 world of differonce.
..« * Those ¥F.. covers rogproducc Very nicely in half-%ene; arc thosc photos repro-
duced photographically, or by litho or something else? lext to tnat we liked the
Spotlite best in the FAFA FFF. And deur me, Jan Burford's voluntecered for the
army; 1'l1l bet he w7as raving bleoody murder agalnst militarisn wofore Joc and Adolf
had their falling-oub.... In the R & G, we don't quite set the point of neck's
comment on the two views of iske. #c liked Cooperation at It's Best best in this
jgsue, dut we don't like that apostrophe in Wits®. 3Beta, llotes and QUETLCS, neck,
Hem It disappointed in you for miseing that hlse i1 the first installment of S8
Lensmein; tho I was rcady to crawl all over you Aif you objected to it, for there
are times when hisses arc gquite in orderT. Ro thig AC or DC carroat thing, btack in
the at—prescnt—unwordublc reaches of my =ind ls o Justification for this sort of
language, that T1'11 be trotting out one of those doysS. .- Farsaci's poem is rather
uynfagcinating to one who doesn't Live in Rochoster; nor $s 1% published in distin-
guishdd company, On & Page 7ith someops Wno in broken Zazligh rehashos UTwo Thousand
Years of German Aggressiont, and cnother who miegaotos tnc Declaration of Independence
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and telks aboub&ncentive tf4, and some rather imeginative cartoons.
: . Commenting

on Horizons is adigual a % order. de hopc the publication of Egch in His Qwn

Tongue doesn't impli=dacgtcnt with it by derry. The view expressed is a rather

cormon’ one, that atheisys and deists merely disagree over words, dbut anyone who
has watched for it in a philosophical argument will note at almost every point a
great gulf/%ﬁg'ggEhanist and the animist (the one who believes ix the rcality of
things of the spirit). The last stanza, with the line "A picizet frozea on duty"
rather definitely dates the poem as written beforc the first Jorld Jar; rigat,
Harry? .hen Dan l.cPhail rcjoins, susgest that he list the contents of the first
few mailings; he has a record of them. TYou don't nez¢ anything to suspena that
participle from, Hank, because 1t 1sa't & participle--it's @ gerund, and “he prep
frese, "before veing" modifies "to overcome' which modifies “"difficulties®. See
Harry's comments oa Jhacky; is it possivle that the dope types directly oato the
back of hig hekto carbon sheet in meiing helto master sheets? Jouldn't a shect

of onion skin paper (tho even stencil interleaving won't nurt tne inpression on

the master) simplify things, BT "All men are boru ecual” strizes us as being, like
"Iguorantis juris neminen cxcusat", & good provisionzl rule for a rece that cantt
safely follow a contrary course, out one that is essentially incorrect, and should
be changed when the time comes: we taxe it to mean 1411 mez have equal rights from
pirth". Tre Bandarlog, duway, are the monzeys of Kipling's Mowgli stories, and
their Roed Song is & beautiful expression of self-pride; four lines are Yiouldn't
you lixe if your tail were so, Curved iu the shupe of @ cupid's bow? How we're
zoing to-- Hovehpepln Brother, thy teil hangs down berind.¥ TFor poetic merit,
tho, we like Kipiiﬁg?; "ihat of the hunting, hunter bold?" better. In addressing
letters to Tuns, I generzlly omit the "Dear® in the salutation, and use the solitary
niclkmame which is the ey for my alphabetically-filed carbon copies: nJoeh, "Rob",
nDick", "Doc*, "Doctor!, "Kuslan", "Ted", "TeD", ctc. Fred Senour doesn't have

e point in inguiring how we'd feel if we suddenly could no lorger enguge in fen
activity. de'd fecl lost, bat so would the phiiatelist, the radio bug, the sports-
ren, the ornitholozist, end others in a similar situation. Alpha in this issue,
Looking Rohind Us; Beta, Or Dit.... The cover certoon on Jinx is lovely. Of the
other meterial, the incident of the English proffess (fem of prof) and Nepenthe

was interesting, but the page we liked “est wes the Dissertation upon Nothing.

Jinx should read someday the real dissertation upon nothing with which I occupied
about two-thirds of the paze in & letter to Olon once; it was fully equal to that
NThis looked lile & poem" in Zscupe, znd rmch longer. HJ should think twice before
running down Emerson. He was one of the greatest intellects Americe hes produced.
Unfortunatels; almost ell of the greatest excrcisecs of his intellect were based upon
premises and data which are cbsurd in the light of our mechanistic way of tninxing.
Houever, =y Lit prof kind of set me back on my heels when he suid to the class, 41
trust thet you're &1l adult cnough now to realize thut your own point of view isn't
necessarily the correct one.! iilt, and I think someone e¢lse, had sonething to sey
on the sume lines i1 the 18th l2iling. Jaghington Jorry-Jarts mow Tom Slate, who
is very intelligent and rejects mechenism. As for Thorewu, there are sore tmusing
tales about him--like tne tire he seceded from the Union--, but he wasn't the crack-
pot he has bcea made to seem. The dete from the psycnology c¢xperiments is interest~
ing. (If some Latin student criticizes my singular verd there, I'll smash hinm
fletter'n & fritter!) (And that, children, is what Tucker wes taliing about when
he seid thet (as far as he could tell) any given paragraf in Suskro refers to nothing
at all.)... In Sound OFff!, 4e's comments on killing ir sclf-defense arc iateresting.
Believe it or don't, Tom Slate wovla disagree with hin! -To Joe: "Forever" ig or-
dinarily one word; "for cver" carries & slitely different meaning; in this case,
where therc was no reason for Forry to cmphasize the adverd, I think it was bad
diction to use the sepurated form. That no fens cre known who arc rich proves
nothing; consider the proportion of rich people to the wholc population, and &lso
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the number of fans in praopsortion to dittoy or rether, just the number of fans: the
fans/population ratio isn't needed for the forrmula. Too tad it has to de Bullocn-
Pents Acky who cells &ttentlon to the tern Wgpine'" applied 1o & mizusing, for HC
Koenig is mmch in need of thut word, &8s evidenced by his "Of Booxs and Thinge" in
tkis Mailing. [ think the 235 after U is supposed to be & guperseript, J; if it's
o subscript it means "so mEny parts of" like H20; but the 235 in this case means
the 235th isotope of Uraniua or somesuch, doesn't it?7 The hyphen in ny-235" 2ite
wess up things in & piece of chemical algebra, n'est-ce posidle? The true greatness
of stf is not necessuarily meusured by the greatness of CLiloore, SGJdeinbluzy, %Sl
its potenticlities, and the foet that so few authors whom the woeld celle great have
yet cntered fully intvo the field, should also de considered. The question of how to
gvear when you don't Delieve in anything is ennoyiag. gwearing by science in various
forrs strikes us as inadequate, for 1 personzlly don't believe in Scilence with any-
thinz like the fervor that Jilliam Jennings Bryon believed in God and thc Devil
with. In the motter of swearing, I think it's best to tuke the langucge ad»out as
it is: or rather, leave it &lone. Jith the boys at work I mey occasionally s&y
nThe Hell you ere" for humorous effect in a conversution; clsewhere "Tha Dewil!M
is the Thule of my profanity &s & rule. This restraint,makes it possivle to show
beyond question that I feel strongly about something when I say, for example, ®For
God's suke, don't let Louie get any domn fool ideas ebout eakisting.t Je don't
stin Joe's argument on the lest poge is waterproof. - Studiousness and rmch reading
i1o not necessarily keep & person from ecquiring normal social ¢bility io Tls teons;
there are people who ¢xhibdbit both--1 thin® Singleton was one. I think I mysclf
could huve done 1t if I'd hed the vonefis of just the right push at o faw leoy
points in oy te2nB.... HJ's fan fietion in Stf Hush is on & mioh-worked thoms,
Wit enjoyodle.... Last Testament furrishncs boeatiful proof that thought dces not
sonsist of strimce of vords. For here are giringe of words which roughly lie around
the contours of utrpelms of tnought, btus not safficlently, in many cusos, O ohow
s just Wrnt the thoughte &re nhout--vo've rexindod of tho Invieible In, in the
retent rovie, in the roin ond the smoko, und alyo of that gsell story in tha Clayton
Astounding where & guy rude &n invisible monster purtly visible Oy throwing & box
of friece powder over him., Boy, wow we do wiender! Lee should urrange his material
to more definitely indiecte where an article is supposed to end. The note about
en eutobiozrarhy veing ws finul &s u last will and testament is interesting. 3But
FooFoo forbid! is for the declarwtion on poetry, this is all very good groping
efter the essence of poetry, if that 1is not nonexistent, but one ought wlways to *
keep in mind thet what he digs up st fit all thut is rightly cclled poetry end
20t other things. hich is why we thinl that the essence of poetry, or of scicnce-
fiction, or of what mukes a fan, is & will-o'-the-wisp; taere is no single clement.
Jynburn's poem in this issue is good, but Cruuvenet's is excelleant. and, %0 nisguote
the heroine of & Horse's Tale, by irk Twein, 1 thinz tris paragraf is getting too
long and so I will start &notheT.
' Je had something quite penetrating cnd discerning
to say about the poetic frugment from Lowndes' weeker duys, bat it hes slipped our
mind. de only hope that the epic we'lre working on on and off won't sound like this
to objective ears. Tho we telke some heart from the fact that the very artificicl
3yhrtnuth and the Alackness wes not too cateallishly received; Singleton actually
szid he sort of likmed 1%,

Guteto's en-elysis of Basic English seems guitce valid.
Je werc interested in Besic BEaglish at the time wy were doing & term paper on arvi-
ficial lenguages for the sume reason thet Jo chiefly enjoy foreign lungunges! for
the neyv slants they sive us on the cherecteristics of lmnguage in general. In the
Tgperanto lesson on one of the ad pages, we notice that in Zsperanto tne singular
and plural pronouns &re the stme in the second person. Jhile this 1s generclly trug
+f the conveaticl address in naturcl languages, it is & pernicious taing (time out
+hile we lookx up pernicious to be sure wo're not stretching its meening 00 much).
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The necessity of a distinction between singcular end plural in the sccond person

is shown by the cumbersome devices accepted in various langunges to got around

the loss of the truc singular: Ywvoues autres", "vosotros", and "you all", and

doubtless the Germans heve a device for this purpose also, to make it cleer when

plural is definitely meant. Incidentally, we want to rerark here the parallel

form %who allY wher it is desired to indicate that "who" is plural. Referring

to Guteto #3, I am not so sure of Zsperanto's peculiar superiority as an instru-

ment of mental training.... 4e's open leiter read, noted, and filed.... Stf

at & Glance best-_ikad in the Californie Mercury. HNews of plans for Iwiligh

sinply mukes us tired, since we know how little chance there is that the partl-

cw.ar plane anacuwaced there will be carried out. +hen will these guys get the

habit of producing first and talking afterward?

There ere many lovely bits in

Yros, Jicner standing in the corner and getting the spider’s opinions on things

strnal appeul ed 0 me. There are some weaknesses in the arguwisnt about war,

ma.rly boczuse Widner is not as thorogoing & mechalist as he sets out to be,

put I'¢é Zik. to take up that subject at leisure sometime in Ramblings.... The

Gallery of the Goas is very colorful, and the text amusing no little. Elarcy,

do you want me 30 serape off the heltto compound thut came with my copy and send

it back to yout... MNMilton's comptroliergeneral-like unnouncements go somewhat

beyond what is prcperly the judicial sphere, but we think it & logical and advisable

extension of the vice-president's duties. INow grapples darry derner with the ques-

tion of whot laureates we should have. The existing laureates can be interpreted

so as to apply to distinct types of excellence (mechanical, literury, etc), but

I agree that somge chunges should be made, But I have no ideas beyond those put

forward when I was luureate chairman.... The idee of just publishing letters

they've written back and forth to euch other coesn't work out well in Phanny;

the letters are strained, becuuse they ¥new they were writing for publicution;

and rmeh of their discussiong about Phunny were swamed up in the editoricl. Re

benefits Cormrmnigm and Hozism have brot their respective countries, at least you

can say that Nezism put Germony on its feet industrially and moralely, which be-

comes more significant when you look at France und Great Britain during the szme

period. I'll bYe glad to hear your discussion of propagandu; it's & more involved

subject than people generclly realize.... Notice seversl side-couments by Sw in

the SFClist, but T prefer the quieter humor like his question mzrk after s in the

data on Whacky.... ZEvans’ sed story of —

hirftse‘]..f:r.:&hs q}r"_vta anjoyablo. ;This“Tht.;t-' M\U,Whis thh e

and T*Oiler shouwed some need of disci- You ™ean .“",‘,
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SCIENTIFICQMICS

Je have learned from one who follows 1% regularly that 0dd Bodkins is not fantasy
after all; that odd is & lad who is convinced he 1s a sUPeITREI, and a combination
of coincidences has everybody else believing the seme thing, Wut it's after all
all coincidence., That leaves the way open then 1O conclude this serics of spe
articles with & discussion of the last one on ocur list.

O SUPERMAI
It stinlks.

That's the end of the article, but we continue writinz here so that you
wouldn't knew ut & glance how chort the srticle an Supermun was. Je recall how the
Short-Short-Shortest deird Tale was spolled bacause you caald see at a <lance that
there wng room for only = word or thwo after the jntroduction, since it was published
on the battom of the lust pase of whatever it was published in. The FPhantagraph,
naybvel

- Sosting about for & Rejected to publish this time, I Tecall digcovering from
gwisher's files that my article on the doodliing of spuce-ships has boen published,
when 1 was counting on it for & Rejected for this FOE. Spealzing of Sciential,
whickh I will be in & minute, #hen we dropped in on Studley on the return leg of
the Spiritrip, he turned over to Jinx for 3tf HWagh & lot of stencils and also some
ancut material, which had been intended for the aforementioned publication. Anong
these stonCLti sere somc of an article Yy Jo8, sppuroatly written very sool after
nhe beccme acthve, which he prevalled on Jirx to promise to SUpPPrees, ruach to our
dismust. Joe hod actunlly wadded the atencils and thrown them oWy (on Mrs Studley's
fioor), but I retrieved them and gave them to Jenkins. /

fure

Nothing ls ever the same in two different circumstances, SO we mst deal with 8%

REJECTED --SCIZNTIAL

Tho I didn't come right oud and sey so, this was written "for publication" in Ho-
cuet's mog, but if it ever even saw B second issue, I don't xnow of it, and if 1%
@id, I'1ll wager three Buddy Deering coloring prints that this wasa't published in
't

Ag for political dig-
cussions onong fens, 1'd 1ike first to mention that fans interested in such things
tolcrate some pretty low-grade fan literaturc that is nore closely related to
science-fiction, perhaps; exarple No, 1: Bob and Koso; example No. 2: endless
discussions of whether there should be more science or less science in scicnee-
fiction. In roturn,all we ask {and by "we" I refer to funs like myself, Ackerman,
and Rothmen, and speek for the Corrmanists only if they agree with what I'm saying)
[ﬁbte: this wasn't supposed to ncan 1 spoke for Forry and KHilty whether they agreed
or not, tut indiested that I wms pratty sure thoy 4id feol this woy nbout it./ is
that political discussions %e toleretoed when thoy ore canfined to & certoin linited
number of publications the which, if you buy them, you Ymow you will find politics,
sociolory, etc, discussed in; such fanmags 88 Voice of the Ismgi-iution, the ®ntast,
Rermblinss, and so onj ~-end in some other publications be tllowed cccosionul re-
marks on ratters politicel, cconomic, and social which are closely rclated to
secicace-fiction, such as "#hat will the mep of the world lock 1iko in 194517 or
" Then everyone has to work only & couple of hours & dsy, mechincs doing the rest,
shat adjustments will have to be mede in our systen of distridbuting sork and soods?"
or " That is the effcet on public opinion toward science of such movics as 'The
Return of Dr X'?" In return, the liberals agrec to do thelr part in tuilding wp
the non—political-economic--octoxogicnl glde of fon intorest and activitics, und the
Gorrmunists huve declded to confinie thoir propagondn to privute corroepondence.



ITENS FROM MY SCRAFBOOKS

The ever-popular dinosaur crops up a~2in in another cartoon, not particularly
funny, that 1 stuck in nmy scrapbook in & weak noment. Says one museun attendant
to another, "This new polish is find ... Tekes at least two million years off its
are ... Doesn't it®®

I nuy. as well confess, since it wasn't popular anywuy, that
the question contest I included in the Bzl Masgque wasn't & completely originul
idea with me. At & party back home one time we got sheets Of puper with ten
questions and & row of nuabers at the bottom. The second guestion is typicul: -
"If X comes before M in the alphgbet arite Z under figures 3 and 10. If it
comes after ¥ vrite 7 instead.® The line at the bottorm, when properly completed,
reud "Eots ure on the way".

A clipping from Believe It or Not, whercin Ripley shows
the close reserblance--differences wre no greater than time works in any unlettered
lenzunze-~octween the Greelr ulphcbet and a Muyan epic poen which descrioves in great
detuil the sinkin~ of the land of Mu. I quoted it &ll in 2 latter t¢ Tretzine,
in the Science Discussions days I believe, but it wasn't printed. Sveally quite
amezing if truc.

"Oh, where's my crucked ice ¢nd ginger ale't"

Suys the asutocrat of the Brealfast Tuble: Y9I thinlkr there is one haubit ... worse
than that of punning.- It is the grudual substitution of cant or slieng teris for
words which truly characterize their objects.... These expressions come to be
elgrebraic gymbols of minds which have grown too weak or indolent to discriminate.
They are the bdblaak checks of intellectual bankruptey;--you may fill them up with
what idea you like; it makes no difference, for there are no funds in the treasury
upon which they are dravm.... But ... let us discriminate, and be shy of absolute
proscription. I am omaniverbivorous by nature and training." And:

"The gsreat
moralist says: 'To trifle with the vocabulary which is the vehicle of sociul
intercourse is to tamper with the currency of human intelligence, FEe who would
violate the sanctity of is mother toncue would invade the recesses of the parental
till without remorsc, and repeat the banguet of Saturn without an indigestion.™'

Jell,
boys, reckon we oushta turn acikerman over to the police?
Holmes is very gquotudle,
tho. Substitute "fan" for "poet™ in the following:
"#hat is a poet's fame?--
Sad hints about his reason,
And sacdder praise from sarreteers,
To be returncd in season.“

what story was the "Sky Sons of the hocketcers" included in?
Y N e i
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THEY DID NOT BE

gomething 1 intended doing while in Boston was 12 gend a letter gomewhat like the
following. 1 didn't have time for it thers, gcarcely thot of it, but I moy pull
somcthing like this yetb sometime when I'm awey from the capital:
Dere Army Department, DPere sirs 1 huve & ide for wining the war and you cgn'have
it if you thank it is eny good i dont sant no mony Ior it es 4 am a patroltic
AMericun and wont too do my part to lick those dirty yelow Jeps. Heur is the
ide. why dont you put a golid line of eletric =ygs 8 long the cost of java and
conect them up %00 powerful suns 60 thy wold fire whin & inemy ship cane in formt
of them (it would be a good jda to aranze five or 6 guns in a bundel too ol ghoot
at onct so in this way one time wold he enuf too be ghurs of sinkin the inecy
ship. This way jave woud be safe end you cold wipe out the hole jap flet. Now I
want to say i am dis musted with the way the tritish keep runing a way. wy dont
7Oou Sen renforcments to generl Mc arthur 8o he can wipe the jeps out of the Pil-
ipeines and then go up snd blow tokyo of the rp. 1 will Ye glad to com &0 wag-
hincton to discus my lda with yor arny enggineers if you will pay &y expenses.
yours Truly & loysl AMERICAN, John 4 Bristol. P.S. plese act fest. mabye you
shold send a rodio messag t0 jave teling thim my ide otherwise it may be two late.
JAB

Here's a fragmentary note over whose significance I've often racked my braln.
1 wos apparently jotting dovm an iger for & cartoon to g0 in P, but I didn't indi-
eate the text, and ell I have is the picture, vwhich appareantly shows & modern man
leading & horse, confronting & cave man vho makes & gesture of rejection. dhat the
joke intended was, I quite forget.

Aritten English molds the spoken tongue, while in French the spoken iword's suprene.

Two that Ebnig didn't pick up:
Lowndes, in an FAPA Critic's Report: "... nothing
as enervating as a healthy controversy."
Ard for an infinitive gplit wide open,
Joc Gilbert (in Sound Off!, I believe): "ahich seems to me %0, iz iteelfl, ruther
Year cut the corments made upon your handwriting in the firast star."

Thus, "resign”, "resignction; and "Qu'est-ce que c'est gue ¢at”

CALL IT «HAT T0U JISH

0ld Married lMen Jidner told us this abtout & yoor Bgo; you can bulieve it or not--
7 don't: "She suddenly stood up cnd went to the door and flung it open. Drooling
scid, ghe seld, 'dhon you don't utterly disgust me you bore ns to tearg. Here's
your hut ond thero's the door, tnd Lf I never see you sgnln, thot will e exnotly
twenty-seven minutes t00 soon.' At that I stopped dead oun she sill, 'Jet tack,
vesutiful: did you just buppen %0 &Y teenty-seven ninutes, OT did you get it out
of & story?” ‘'He,' she eold, 1-- are you resding Becond Stigs Lenomon, %007 I've
read everything Smith has written.' ‘'Lady) I said, 'I've not only recd Bmith; I
met him at & convention lagst year, and I've got & 1ine on the mystery of the Ari-
siens.' ‘'dell, for goodness' sake,' she said, shoving me bucle to the sofa, 'tell
me all obout it. Hove you met any of the other authors, toot what-="'."
You find
it on the most unsuspected people. Harry Jenkins'! forefingers are &as long as
nis midfingers.
Jonn B Michel hos becums & devout Hindu.

The puse before you is

lithographed.



DEAR CAMP3ELL
--Continued
Apparently I have already written you about the first twe Unknowns, for the un-
reviewed numbers I have on hand Degln with May 33, tho %o te mure thare are
disturbingly frequently gaps in my file of Unk, more tran ] realized,

The torn
first page of Returned from Hell recalle when I resd the 1agt welf or third of
the story, by festfading daylight, in the windwhipped rumtle seat of my brother's
car ag We came home 8 tundred miles from u family outing in Oklahoma. Bteve
Yleher's story, fronkiy, gtanz, I don't rememberl NOW exactly why, but I remember
shnt impressien, and I think it was becauss Lhors wes ta 1ittly to the srory.
Very much ia the pulp clage, even %o siriy scenss... Divide and Bule concluded
entisfactorily, tho de Cony perisls usminlly ehoot the works in the first in-

stallment, and that was the case here.
Mhe June number I £5Bected gelting en-

tirely, and I picked up the July oumber mucn later in & gecond haid mag shop.
A11 I read in it was Nothing in the Rules, which was s0~-&0 10T L Cprague. Un-
Xnown at thut time hadn't really gotten going.

mud illustrations kept me from
reading anything in the August number for some time. Fiually weni ovar Don't
Dream, a fairly good one with a nice idea at the end; For saking 41l Cthere, very
pastel but nice if you fitted yourself into the spirit of 131 Sae Migzulded
Halo, okay obut unlasting; and Two Sought Adventure. whig latter, the only one
of the Fefhrd-louser series I've 7eAd, was us weerisome us Frester John, but
it was.interesting to notice that 4t involves the comfortable, quiet, Leppy
land, copied from Cheucer's medieval England, which has become elmost as sten-
durdized in fantasy as the Gernsback future-worid becume if science~fiction.

None
but Lucifer is an excellent novel. It was super-excellent At the timo it wes
aritten; now, despite your claime that it speokily prodicted the war (along with
at least half of our countrymen), eventy have somewnat outrun it., It remains
u distrubing sugzestion, tho, tnat perheps this ia the worst of all possible
worlds. At lsags, it is not easy to imogine something that would surely make
it worse; nor, for that mebter (eince Sztan's rule ®ue ouilt into the very natural
laws of the universe), something tha’ would surely mize it letter. gemiel'.Clemens
said that ope could be half heppy, oF Wored all.the way to 100% miserable, Ddut
never more than half happy: 1 would diaspute the reasoning that lay behind that.

At any rate, 1 am not inclined to think that the structure of the Universe has
any particular reference to humen bappluves, Sut rather "happiness" has been shaped
by circumstances b0 e u creature willing to strugzle to survive, end only in
the dislocations of human gocietr in its advances beyond the stage where gurvival
of Homc gapieny wis sggurad, is there room for prent variaunce in Menschengliick
from individusl to {adividenli... The d applsuded tha ldea of Hngsean's soriss,
Celiph of Yefri wag the enly coe 1 2ot eround 1o resdire. It waa s little yuwnful ,
snd the lesgusge of 1t aidn'L trangplate very well the eriginal s dyscribed in
the Author's Note. .

e Ldsa that youd put forth, half geriously it seems, in the
Elder Gods, is one that seems 10O yave u good dsml of currency in intellectual
circles. Something to the effect that the peyehic gombination of individuelsd
striving after the good may pctuslly give birth to & deity ~-and realicze Ingersoll’s
sarcastic reversal of Robert Burns. (You know: An honsst God's the noblest work
nf mnn. ) AY R meckanist, I deny L% 1f I ever stopped veing & mechanist, I might
zo for the 1des.... Tne Enchunted ieek ¥nd must hisve baen genersily adorad, but
1 didn's like i%. The \1lusyrations eoured me, for sne thing., ¥For unothar, I
Aidn's 1ika the yathor's uttitude toward hig chief ChEarBCteTeses Drenme Wy Come
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a queer thing, but of course the theory behind it is antenable. Even tho several
different possible life-pasks DBy have ended at the river's edge on that night,
there were yet others that didntt; if there were different pasts for her in 1938,
there were different prasents for her at the time of her death.... A god in o
Garden had geod illustration mnd atmosphere; tke plot was Just & slite variution
on an old theme.. Anything had a bad anticlimax, entirely out of harmony with
the body of the story.

Sons of the Bear-God stanx, too. FPage had a magniflcent
canvas to work on, possibilities beyond these that Harold Lamb has developed so
vonderfully. But Sons of the Bear-God stinks...-

The Docezber cover, for Lest Darimess
Te1l. was the best of the illustration-covers you had. The interiers were als®
super-excallent; I don't see vhy they couldn't have Léen used in the booic. About
Lest Darizmess Fall I'1l1l say nothing here; I've sung its praises elsewhere.... Time-
Travel Happens! is a truly amezing thinz. If only we could be sure of its reli-
ability, we could develop many useful laws about the nature of time. isybe it'll
happen azain sometime; even maybe a car full of fans may ride inte 1787 someday.
The book rcview of The Story of Prophecy makes interesting reading,-tog.... Johnny
on the Spot somehow was handled so I didn't tumble. ¥ice bit.... I netics in
--And Having Jrit, you say UnknoWwn uses &Ry type of story as long &s it fuifills
the rcguirement "it rmust entertain". Bosh and twaddle, sir; you know that's not
venr yardstick for picking stogies for Unknown. You know there are lots of very
enterteining stories that would be completely unsuited for Unlmown.

Junuary, 1540,
had an attractive cover, but somehow, of the contents 1 read only It Happens Twice
At Least (which is very interesting, if true) and On the Kneces of the Gods, which
serial I ncver finished because it was & mere potboiler after it got going.

Death's

Deputy was & good story, and contrary to what some letter-writer said, is properly
fantasy, but I doa't see that Huobard, in the end, connected up Destruction and
his deputies. I mean, he didu't show how he worized thru thew. So pecople get
killed all around ideLean --but Elron never tells how it happens. Jhy did Destruc-
tion need a deputy in the first place, and incidentally, how did he act on him?
The climactic twist at the very end of the tule deserves praise, tho I had to read
back in the story for a while before 1 caucht on.... call of Duty was arusing....
The Fsychomorph another tule vith a svell ending.... Jhen It #as Woonlight most
unusual; not often do you find this wind of Tiction about an historical character
in fantasiana. The story lost unity a little by referring to tiwo of Foe's stories,
the Premature Burial and the Black Cat; & bit confusing.

The Reign of dizardry is
another scrial I started and abandoned, for reasons similar to thosc for which I
shunned God-Knees.... Philtered Fower, rcad while stunding in line Tor Gone with
the Jind, was weak in the If-paragraphs at the bezinning, which became tiresome
ere they werc done, but the story ended up pretty well.. The 3laclk Farm also sped
up toward the end, and turned out to be very g00d, ..., Ine Livine Ghoet scorcely
fantasy.... Gatevay had beautiful suggestioms in it, out too little of them....
Derm Fool & new idea, handled swelegantly.

He Shuttles was pretty well worlzed out,
tho I don't think the conclusion was entirely necessary logically. The nost extra-
ordinary things about the story was the perfect way in which the artist capiured
the idea of smoke curling downward. .hen I said leonclusion® just then, I wesan't
referring to the author's forenote and afternote in the first pcrson. They were
beauties.

The Roaring Trumpet shows de Camp bringing in uore of his unnecessary
objectionable passages, bul spite of that small flaw, it rates very high among
the storics you've published, both for the time-travel concept, and ¥Yngvi. Then,
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too, I've always wanted to hear mor- about the Ragnardlk.... Mad Hatter, the only
other story I read in this number, doesn't scem to call for cgmment. :
June MO weems
to be missing from my files. Yes, I lmow it ja: I never got it., So to the first
marber in the new dress, which has secmed senerally satisfactory, especially since
gyou dropocd the illegidble seript for the title of the featurc novel and put the
name iz plain print up at the top of the list of storics on the cover. By the
way, there is one disadvantage of this new set-up, tho; it means three diffcrent
plurbs for most stories, blurbs saying about the swie thing, out varyia; exagperat-
inzly ina minor detalls. And anyway, blurbs have mlvays boen a vealzncss of yours,
the orst beins those thut are stuted ®s tho they were luying down sole univaersal
law, but which laws have 1ittle applieation outside of the special circuasteaces
of thc story, and probably &re not generally velid.... TFour was lovely, &s I'vo
said at croater length elsewhere.... Fisherman's Luck was lousy. Ia the first
place, the rod wasn't used enuf times to give grounds for your blurb, ané iz the
segond Ppluce, the whole plot vies witkout point.... The Flayed ,olf wus neat, tho
i read it nore or lewe bdackuward, not thinking it was worth read‘¥ntire, so starting
by rezding the cnd of the storye.

~s Muth of |mgic lacted the newness of Roaring
Pruspet, but was worth reading. Doticed & slip in it: de Cadp was so interested
in calling attentior to the verb "to hight" that he had Shea use 1t incorrectly,
forretting that Sheae's translation to anotler universe gives him perfect coumand
of the languagc spoken there.... 1t was & meddeningly effective plece, vith &
conclusion that vhipped you around and sluimed you up ageinst a Lragedy Just as
you thot cverything wos colng to end happily.... All Romds was okay, but com-
pletely given wvay by its hlurbe.

Mhe Devil Mpkes the law vas very good, out would
have hecn better hed Heinlein not thrown 1 the rather petty propucanca for his
nerscial opiunions on current affairs, like ais objections to Somabssion f-gecranent,
¥is favor for negroes, his Cistrust of =onvpolies, ¢nd so on. I like the oll-
soross-the-page line, and &= sorry the larce size forced you to aiscontlimue 1t.ess
Oh, a word adout your editoriel this time. Tour decrying of the vers Yto be'
is intoresting particularly whern one recalls that accordaing %o some siudents o
lancuase, "to be" is the only true verb. I recikun Yorzybeki anc Compeny are
ariving at what you werce calling for.

Uafarsanstely I read mack of the October
pumber on the trais or 1o rolluy stetiong snd didn't cajor it es ek oa i should
nave. perheps. The Jheels of If seons 1ilee the mord of thias T should ik & groat
deal, tut oll I recull gupecinlly gppoaling to =0 wWoe the Scuadinavian-spelled
Tngliah. O yos, Hnd tho dogeriptiony of IhO @O02TT T of she Madle Sbunt....

The Haters cood enuf for three paces, ot fOr morE.... soorafs renditioxn of the
Garden Story was surprisingly cffective, tho I read it in very wnconIortidic pos~
gitSons in the St Louis Union Stetion &nd @ svaghetti house across vac PlezBe e
The Devil's Rescue and ChickaSh&/Okla is sbous 11 I remember of chat.... Yarm,
Darl- Flaces too unpleasant.... The Tomyimocker wus & stinky plece o* hacic work
thet dicn't ceservs to De; picied up & 1itsle at the cnd. Very loose logic 25
the thing.

1 rosd only scctions of Typewriter in the S«r; it looks to me Lile a
streint edventure yurn vith some weak fantasy thrown in, much less thzn the synepsis
with Part II tries to mae outb. Ople reelly worthwhile thing I found o At was
God in a dirty bathrobe.... The Gods il lude wWuTe CUTL.-v- Curturicht!e Ctlora,
cspocieily the end of it, was pretty good, tho it rostod on & sheory of time that
1 rojecteess Are Yoo There? I reed only rccently; it turncd out to be very en~
joyeblc.

2i11iameon's werewolf story 1s wltra. It's the pest thing he's cver done,
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ond offhand I can't think of enyone who'®e matched it for LOTTor POWEX.... Thes-
rold is good, except for its ecceptance of thet stupld thing that norral-sight
people say, that color-blind people see gray insteed of colors. I never Knew

» ecolor-blind person of whom thot was trae.

The lislaid Charm was hilariously
funny; and I wes afreid 1t was going to be & hack piece. Autnors ure making
their characters professional anthars en sufal lot lasely, thav... Tho ha
philosophical Treasoiiig wahtnd the theory it accepts is pretty week, the Ultinmate
Egoist was very good. Drip wes & character t¢ be rememoered. ... + A word about
the poems you've rad from Sima S0 time. They have gencrally been excellent. The
ones 1 remember are Dawn oT Rwés ooz, Lowndes' stanzas sbout his beloved, and Look
About You, which was the best of oli. The one 2w Lerore me, Fiction, is fair,
pat reminds me too much of --wos Lt Howard s?-- suner-gaper talng in deird Tales
some seasons vack, the onaz with the line 4735 [ have scen Ylack cities rise on
a lonely night-time srore!, which complotaly pvershadows 1it.... Crossroads was
c7ell, out I wish it had been worked up into & full~length novel.... Doudbled and
Redoubled was pretty interesting. I meom to romamber finding o flaw in the timpe-
sheory, but doa't recollect 1% no%.... Shottlo Bop hss been reved over, 1 thot
she scene in tho 3op wms shore good; after that the atory =g pretiy routing....
cerillon of Salls snother story with nethinz 10 $%.... Oscor sus L00 obviouS, e«
The Frofossor's Kobby vary effective, in the unmetching of tho tone of most of
the story with the final act.

Centle of Irom the sorriest of tnhe Shea serics.

I lilked the drief Xunzdu scene, But the setsing of thc =ain port of the story

wes unfamiliar, I'm sure, to neerly all of ua Teadars, and dC ncver did properly
doscribe it. He also becane ruch mere inconelsteat in the theories tehind the
cories.... BHeinlein's They was & boautifal piece of worl, iost marvclous was

the last page of it wherc, by implicetisn, he guve & complete descriptior of the
goneral siructure of the civilization in which Thoy live. And I liked very meh,
toa, tho hope Shat WES 10f4, that someday, sooner OT 1stor, thu human would reallize
he was the Entity; shet eventuelly, in infinite timec, They erc bound %o make ong
mistake too many...s A Length of Rope'was rotton. Likewvise the Forbidden Trall.

I do not care for your cditorial articles on various types of medieval supernaturel

bcings.... The Fountain was exeellent froo veginnling to enc....  Not according
to Dante wes as stinky as its illustration.... Thy Crcsw ¢ theo dave wes another
stinkor, tho mov quito o= bed,... Shtepe of Desire e good idea, thot could have
woon vorked up into somothing Botter.... Yosionduy das gonduy wos o nowlar.
Utterly $llozical, of courso, {n ite hmiriing divislon of the doys &% midnite,
wat very funny. And the gucscstion that the ymole univerpe cxighas Just Scoause
certain Ones mey be amused has a deul of power to 4%.. Jashun Jair.

' Tha Csac of tha
Friendly Corpse wes &nother story which quite effectively chenged completely in
tone in the last part of 1t. In the earlier portion, while it is fairly enjoyabdle,
the only outstending thing 1is the deati: of Haro.d Saet. 3uy tye. concluding inei-
dents lift the story entircly out of the ordinary. You con t often- find this
moralistic treatment undertaken seriously in these days, Ta’ Hihnard uses it very
quccessfully. To shift toa trivial poimt, I netico wne of shi pegos for this
novel kas "The Fountzin® at the %Op of tho pogo instend of ‘The Cuse of the Friendly
Corpse".... The Road Beyond tus & livtle sticky.... Solutlon to the guestion
in the Devil de Know was anticlinactic.... Artegoddcs & ront ~ittle bit.... e
Golden Egg wes e little disappointing. Hot gltogether consistent, cither, in the
Egg's power 1o gink thru the soil, wat havine to swing dack & portion of Elron's
skull to get in there.... Even the Angels wes guto, sith the documentary style
of writing usecd successfully.

As wlth Astounding, the first large-sizc Unkmown
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didn't heve & very good lineup of material, ecll, it wes fair. Zand of Unreason
was a little below par, partly from & lack of freshmess., Another defect was your
sloppy Job of cutting it, which became apperent in many places, for example, in
the reference to the wond's power in connection with the incident of the cloudless
rein, which wtsn't included in the story at all.... No News Today weas overdone....
A Good Enight's work wag a wow. The dialect used could have ruined a story, but
Bloc. handled it, and the narrator's manner of thinking, beauntifully.... Frescience
reminds me of many stories and plays in which the hard-headed materialist is shown
to be a fool, but the steries and plays cheat by accepting anti-materialistic ideas,
which 1 consider of very doubtful validity.... Finger! Finger! effective.... Bor-
rowed Glory did not surprise me, but was enjoyable anyway.... 1'm afraid de Cemp
pretty well knocked the props out from under Boucher, tho some flaws could be
picked in 4C's arguments. de dislike to believe in Nostradarms or any cother pro-
phots, tho, because if they're believeble, then Time rmst be imagined as one-
dimensional.... BSmoke Ghost was swell, end Cartier's illustration for it was
perfect.... 4 Gnome There Jag wes & little boring for the most part, and 1 thot
I found an illogicality in it, I believe in the king's flinging of the eggs, but
I've no time nor dlsposition to run the flaw down.

Bit of Tapestry was & good story,
tho Jjust why some of the things were indicated to be important, I couldn't see,
The Sisters' battle against the Planners is a nice concept, and the end of the
story is well done.,,. Occupation: Demigod was & trifle.... 3Brat also of no
note.... Smulbug so-so; he was & better character than the story was a story....
#ith a Blunt Instrument stenk.... Hereafter, Inc, very nice, and quite logical....
Czech Interlude just another ghostory.... de Cermp doesn't do as well in the type
of "modern mythology" (to use Campbell's term) that puts & supernatural element
in the everyday world, as he does in the type in which & modern men goes into a
supernatural world. Mr Arson was definitely below standard.

In the Undesired Prin-
cess, de Camp came up agein, but definitely. Of course, he was being & little
unfair with Aristotle, since-- I think I've said that before. It is rerzrkable
how far logic, in very recent years, has advanced beyond that which held sway,
practically unchanzed, for milleniums. The best parts of this story are those in
which, applying new principles, the hedo breaks down problems that worried into
their graves thinkers of elder eges.... ZEtasoin Shrdlu wes beautiful.... The Shees
didn't deserve publishirg.... Design for Dreening wcs pussably good, However,
the nitermares the villain was beginning to send the hero at the end of the story
shouldn't have been so very effective, since the hero actually wasn't the villain's
psychological type at all.

To the current mumber, now. Frelude to Armageddon looks
a lot like Cartmill's Tapestry story, with the behind-the-scenes stated & little
more explicitly now, and perhaps less forcefully.... Jesus Shoes another nothingness
that held no surprise.... Tre Complect dercwolf was misncmed, but it's a welcome
addition to the fiction on this subject. Meking it all lead up to spy-vusting was
a little weak, I think; particularly since the main things thot spiles rmst dig for
are probably not the new inventions at ell, but simply zathering and correlating
data which is common knowledge in the locelity, like the location of rmunitions
plents, number of troops, weather conditions, ktp.... The Roonm told too little
of the wondrous asgpects of the room.... Boucher's bock review was good reading....
Jane Rice is showing more versutility, and Pobby is @il right. The euthor does
seem & little too conscicus of her own cleverness at times, and the supernaturel
ideas in the story don't fit themselves easily into &n orderly, logicel systenm,
like the best Unknown writers would do it.

Boy, this is 2 load off my mind!
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